
Grace Community Church             1 

                                  GRACE NEWS 
                         Grace Community Church 
                  An Evangelical Presbyterian Church       
                         16165 W. Mountain View Blvd. 
                                 Surprise, AZ 85374 
                                    (623) 975-9038 
 
                                        August 2015 
 

SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“HOPE Does Not Disappoint!”  
  

In the July edition of “Grace News” I spoke about the importance of faith. Faith of course is one of the 
nine spiritual gifts mentioned in Paul’s letter to the Galatians [5:22]. I also mentioned that faith is an 
essential ingredient in the life of the believer. In the book of Hebrews, chapter eleven, it says, 
“…without faith it is impossible to please God” [11:6].  
 
However, the older I get the more I look to the certain hope that all believers have in common. The 
apostle Paul writes: “For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for 
why does one also hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it” [Romans 8:24, 25]. What is Paul talking about? For the 
answer to this question we have to examine the preceding verses. Paul is speaking about our 
yearning for the future glory as heirs of hope as adopted sons of God!  
 
Does hope save us? No, it does not! We are saved by virtue of faith in God [Ephesians 2:8].  
However, hope accompanies salvation. And although it is true that hope is not listed among the so-
called “fruit of the Spirit”, it embodies several characteristics that are mentioned, such as: joy, peace, 
and long-suffering patience. For how can a person benefit from these spiritual entities without the 
assurance of hope?  
 
To understand the word “hope” we must turn our attention to how it is defined in the New Testament. 
In English the word hope leaves room for doubt. It can infer that we are wishing for something that 
we’re not quite sure of. In other words, it could be something nebulous. However, in the New 
Testament hope leaves no uncertainty and nothing to chance! Put simply, hope is a certainty; it’s a 
“given”, a “sure thing”. At the same time, our future hope has yet to be fully realized. It falls under the 
purview of: “the already and the not yet”. 
 
So why devote a newsletter article to the topic of hope? Whether you realize it or not, hope is one of 
the best weapons in our spiritual arsenal, especially against Satanic attack! Hope springs eternal in 
the heart of man. Even though a follower of Christ may well suffer persecution, ridicule, scorn and 
indignation, we have the blessed promises of God in Christ which allows us to persevere through any 
manner of hardships. Paul writes: “…we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. And not only 
that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us” 
[Romans 5:2-5]. 

Have a care, 

Pastor Cooper 
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Mission Report 

 
Scott Coulson is one of our ‘family 
missionaries’ because he is the son of Lowell 
and Darlene Coulson, members of our church.  
Scott’s mission is to the street people and the 
News Agers. He and the Street Level Mission 
go to rock concerts and pass out CDs of 
Christian rock music that also contain Christian 
witnessing. Scott is based in Minneapolis but 
travels all over the country and also has a 
ministry in Israel where there are many new 
age gatherings. Scott and his wife, Kaddie, 
who passed away a year ago, were a vigorous 
force for the Lord. Even during her illness she 
and Scott brought the salvation of Jesus to 
many hospital workers and to patients around 
them. 
 
Scott says: “Thank you so much for your 
prayers and please pray for Street Level as 
each week our team hits the streets of 
Minneapolis and beyond to share the good 
news of Jesus to many. Please let me know if 
you have any prayer needs as we love praying 
for you and would love to hear what has been 
going on in your lives.”   
Love in Jesus, 
Scott 

 
Finance Committee Report 

 
For the month of June our unrestricted 
contributions were $20,131.00 and our 
expenses were $28,123.78. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in July were $14,642.00 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $235.00 for the month of June.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise.                  
 
Your Finance Committee 
 
***************************************************** 

Angel Day - August 22 

Angels are direct creations of God, each one a 
unique Master's piece. ~ Eileen Elias Freeman 

Islam مالسا is coming to Grace Community 
Church! 

 
Starting Sunday September 27 at 8:45AM our 
Sunday school will feature informative videos 
that will transform and help you to better 
understand the threat that our country and our 
faith truly face from Islam. This is not a series 
to be missed! 

 
August Birthdays 

8/02   Elaine Gregerson 
8/02   Miriam Simmons 
8/03   Donna Thompson 
8/05   Dorothy Cleaver 
8/08   JoAnne Williams 
8/10   Carolyn Craig 
8/12   Bud Merkel 
8/18   Bill Bohm 
8/18   Earl Ellsworth 
8/21   Sharon Walior 
8/22   Dave Crockett       
8/22   Pat Sontheimer 
8/23   Steve Jones 
8/24   Ginny Shick 
8/25   Jan Baldridge 
8/25   Bobbie Chapman 
8/26   Urmiah Lynch 
8/27   Marty Chorzempa 
8/27   Darlene Coulson 
8/28   Michele Southerland 
8/31   Bill Scoville 
8/31   Terry Beth 

Missionary Birthdays 
8/20   Christine Hamilton 
Happy Birthday! 
 

August Anniversaries 
8/01   Mike & Ewalee Michalis 
8/05   Ralph & Dorothy Cleaver 
8/17   Marty Chorzempa & Jane Miller 
8/18   Wes & Ileta Johnson      
8/19   Ron & Alana Mraz 
8/21   Richard & Holly Schussler 
8/24   Paul & Kathy Battiste 
8/25   Ken & Mary Bell 
8/25   Gary & Pat Hall 
8/28   Don & Claire Anderson 
8/29   Malcolm & Norman Matheson 
8/29   Roger & Joy Wood 
Happy Anniversary! 
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Men’s Bible Study 
 

Starts Monday September 28 and we will 
explore the Book of Acts study guide authored 
by John Stott, who is one of the world’s leading 
Bible teachers. Men who know a “little” or a lot 
about the Bible will enjoy this study and 
discussion.... and it will strengthen our 
understanding of God’s Word. Study guide will 
be available for approximately $10.00. 
 

Thank You Note 
 

I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful 
cards and words that my family and I received 
in the passing of Jim. Also thank you for the 
lovely Prayer Shawl that I will treasure. 
Sincerely, 
Nan Fraser 
 

Facing the Islamic Challenge 
 

Christians are commanded to “make disciples 
of all the nations” (Matt. 28:19). Because 
Muslims make up more than a fifth of the 
world’s population, obeying the Great 
Commission entails presenting the gospel to 
Muslims. Yet the message of Islam contradicts 
the teachings of Christ on several key 
doctrines, so Muslims understandably have 
important objections to Christianity. 
Nevertheless, because apologetics in America 
and Europe has placed far more emphasis on 
atheism than it has on Islam; many Christians 
know little about Islam and do not feel 
equipped to engage Muslims in dialogue. It 
should be encouraging to learn, however, that 
successfully defending the gospel against 
Muslim objections is a rather easy skill to 
develop. 
Islam requires Muslims to agree with Christian 
doctrine in ways that Muslims themselves are 
often unaware of. These points of obligatory 
theological agreement can be brought to the 
surface and used to undermine or block nearly 
all Muslim objections to the gospel. Moreover, 
due to Islam’s insistence on (a) belief in Jesus 
as a messenger of God and (b) belief in 
Christian Scripture as a revelation from God, 
Muslims have relatively few criticisms they can 
raise. Challenges to the historical reliability of 

the Gospels, the deity of Christ, the 
Incarnation, the justice of Jesus’ payment for 
sins, and the practical implications of Christian 
doctrine should therefore be viewed as 
excellent opportunities to share the gospel, 
rather than as threats to the gospel. 
Christian apologetics in the West frequently is 
geared toward refuting atheism and other 
skeptical positions. Believers who search for a 
philosophical or historical defense of the 
gospel will therefore find no shortage of books 
and videos on God’s existence, Jesus’ 
resurrection, and the problem of evil. Yet 
Christians are increasingly being confronted by 
an ideology that poses no objections to the 
existence of God or to the reality of miracles, 
one that sees no conflict between human 
suffering and the goodness of our Creator. I 
am referring, of course, to Islam. 
Muslims agree with Christians that the world is 
the product of an all-powerful, all-knowing, 
perfectly good Being who has sent numerous 
prophets to mankind and who will eventually 
judge the world. Concerning Jesus, Muslims 
acknowledge that He was born of a virgin, that 
He performed numerous miracles, and that He 
is the Messiah. Despite such significant 
accord, however, the message of Islam attacks 
the very core of the gospel by denying Jesus’ 
sacrificial death and divine nature. 
Christians who discuss the gospel with 
Muslims often make a crucial mistake: they 
answer a Muslim the same way they would 
answer an atheist who raised a similar 
objection. But Muslims are not atheists, and 
their reasons for criticizing the gospel are 
usually completely different from those of 
atheists. Moreover, Muslims have certain 
theological commitments that can 
actually help the Christian undermine 
criticisms. By familiarizing ourselves with a 
simple approach to dealing with Islamic 
challenges, we can clear away a good deal of 
rubble on our way to a careful presentation of 
Jesus’ message. 
In this article, we will examine five common 
Muslim objections to Christianity. Since these 
are the standard talking points for Muslims 
when they hear the gospel, Christians have an 
excellent opportunity to prepare our responses 
before challenges are ever raised. 
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One of Islam’s “Six Articles of Faith” requires 
Muslims to believe not only in the Qur’an, but 
also in the scriptures revealed prior to the 
Qur’an, including the Gospel given to 
Christians (where “Gospel” refers to a book, 
rather than to a message1). Nevertheless, 
since the Gospel contradicts Muhammad’s 
message on several fundamental doctrines, 
Muslims have been forced to claim that the 
Gospel has been corrupted. Any Christian who 
talks to Muslims will be told repeatedly that the 
scriptures we possess, while possibly retaining 
some truth, have been hopelessly altered. 
Due to a strong emphasis on textual criticism in 
the Christian tradition, it is quite natural for 
apologists to defend the New Testament by 
pointing to early manuscripts. Yet when the 
charge of corruption comes from a Muslim, we 
must remember that the charge has nothing to 
do with manuscript evidence. Providing 
manuscript evidence to our Muslim friends will 
likely miss the true source of the objection—
namely, the Gospel contradicting the Qur’an. 
Imagine the surprise of a Muslim critic when 
we inform him that, in claiming the Gospel has 
been corrupted, Muslims themselves are 
contradicting the Qur’an! Contrary to popular 
Muslim assertions, the Qur’an affirms the 
inspiration, preservation, and authority of the 
Gospel we possess. By drawing the Muslim’s 
attention to the Qur’an’s position on Christian 
Scripture, we strike at the root of his objection 
and help him see the internal incoherence of 
Islam.  To review the complete article go to: 
www.equip.org/article/facing-islamic-
challenge/ 
Reprinted with permission: Christian Research 
Institute 
 

Submitted by Earl Ellsworth 
 

Church Event Procedures 
 

     The following procedure has been 
established for non-scheduled church events. 
     The person who will be the coordinator of 
the event will contact the church secretary to 
verify that the desired date does not conflict 
with other church events or activities. If no 
conflict exists, she will enter it on the calendar.  
A "Procedure for non-scheduled events" 
form will then be filled out and given to the 

church secretary. Copies will be distributed to 
concerned parties. All of the required details 
should be taken care of by the appropriate 
committees and if there are questions the 
event coordinator will be contacted. If, 
however, it is an outside event, prior approval 
by Session is required. 
     If there are questions please contact the 
church secretary. 

FYI 
 
When scheduling events or meetings, please 
remember to check the church calendar in the 
Resource Center to be sure of no conflict.  
Then when you list it on the calendar, inform 
the secretary of the event.  Thank you, Ella 
 

Prayer 
Just Pray 

 
Anyone who is having troubles 

should pray. Anyone who is happy 
should sing praises. 

James 5:13 
 
 

Do you want to know how to deepen your 
prayer life? Don’t prepare to pray. Just pray. 
Don’t read about prayer. Just pray. Don’t 
attend a lecture on prayer or engage in 
discussion about prayer. Just pray. 
Posture, tone, and place are personal matters.  
Select the form that works for you. But don‘t 
think about it too much. Don’t be so concerned 
about wrapping the gift that you never give it.  
Better to pray awkwardly than not at all. 
And if you feel you should only pray when 
inspired, that’s okay. Just see to it that you are 
inspired every day. 
     Taken from “GRACE FOR THE MOMENT” 

By Max Lucado 
 
 

Blessings 
 

Sweetest of all of life’s blessings, 
Communion with Christ above, 

Assured of His constant presence, 
His matchless, eternal love. 

--Anon. 
Jesus is standing at the door of your heart – 

welcome Him in! 
Taken from our Daily Bread 

 




	August Newsletter
	“HOPE Does UNotU Disappoint!”
	Have a care,
	Pastor Cooper

	August calendar

